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always emerges unscathed. "We can trust the church of the second 
century" (p. 154). "We can trust the church of all time" (p. 156). 
So of the "assertions in the Fourth Gospel which cannot be verified 
by history. We hold them to be true because they are inspired, and we 
hold them to be inspired because the church guarantees them as such" 
(p. 156). Here speaks the true Catholic. 

Yet the critical discussion is for the most part such as a scholarly, 
conservative Protestant theologian might offer. A large part of the work 
is naturally occupied with the sources for our knowledge of the b'fe of 
Jesus, their authenticity and trustworthiness. While there are few, 
if any, new points of view, excellent are the chapters on the non-canonical 
evidence, the demonstration that Paul had full knowledge of Jesus' 
career, and the discussion of the synoptic problem. Fresh and persua- 
sive is the argument in the seventh lecture for the authenticity of the 
synoptic utterances of Jesus, based on their unity of conception, their 
inimitable style, and their exact conformity to the local and temporal 
setting. Less convincing are the chapter on Acts, following Harnack's 
latest view, and much of the last chapter, which treats of the miracles 
and other less natural elements of the gospel story. Yet here too there 
are points well taken, such as the refutation of Reinach's resolution of 
the Passion into a mythical echo of the Sacaean festival, and the caution 
concerning the use of Old Testament passages as the origin of gospel 
episodes. On the whole, wherever positions advanced in Orpheus 
are directly controverted, Batiffol is usually right and Reinach wrong. 
As a piece of sober, popular apologetic the work is commended, and those 
who do not have its material conveniently at hand elsewhere will do 
well to make its closer acquaintance. 

Clayton R. Bowen 

Meadville Theological School 



STUDIES IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL 

Of the three studies here noted, that of Wendt 1 is literary, Overbeck's' 
is primarily historical, while Buchsel's 3 is biblico-theological. For some 

1 Die Schichten im vierten Evangelium. Von H. H. Wendt. Gdttingen: Vanden- 
hoeck und Ruprecht, 1911. 158 pages. M. 4.40. 

'Das Johannesevangelium: Studien zur Kritik seiner Erforschung. Von F. 
Overbeck. Aus dem Nachlass herausgegeben von C. A. Bernoulli. Tubingen: Mohr, 
ion. xii+540 pages. M. 12. 

> Der Begriff der Wahrheit in dem Evangelium und den Briefen des Johannes 
(Beitrage zur Forderung christlicher Theologie. XV, 3). Von F. Buchsel. GUtersloh : 
Bertelsmann, ion. 144 pages. M. 2.80. 
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years Wendt has been known as the advocate of a partition hypothesis 
by which he seeks to distinguish between the original apostolic tradition 
and the later accretions in our present Gospel of John. His present 
work is a restatement of this same general position. After a brief survey 
of recent discussions of the problem the author cites a few illustrative 
passages, such as 1:15; 3:18 f.; 5:28 ff., where the interruption of the 
narrative is thought to be particularly evident. On applying this prin- 
ciple of distinguishing the original narrative from the interrupting 
paragraph, we are shown the original Redenschrift which was thus later 
supplemented and to some extent rearranged by an editor whose interest 
was, among other things, to stimulate belief in Jesus' messiahship, to 
harmonize John with the Synoptic Gospels, to show the proper relation- 
ship of John the Baptist to Jesus, and to affirm the apostolic authority 
of the work. The primitive document was composed in Ephesus by 
John the apostle, who thought of Jesus mainly as a prophet and recorded 
his discourses from that point of view. Finally, Wendt prints the whole 
gospel in a German translation, distinguishing by a typographical device 
the primary from the secondary elements. It is not easy to free oneself 
from the fear that a large subjective element may have entered into the 
application of this hypothesis. 

The posthumous work of Overbeck, who died in 1905, seems likely to 
prove more valuable as a compendium of data than as a contribution to 
the solutions of special problems. It offers a valuable survey of the 
study of this gospel beginning with the rationalists, the external tradition 
regarding the gospel and its author is examined at length, the internal 
evidence is briefly stated, the divergences from the Synoptic Gospels are 
noted, the question of the Fourth Gospel's origin is treated with con- 
siderable fulness, and the chief data regarding the Johannine writings as 
canonical documents are recalled. In a few closing pages the editor 
brings the literature of the subject up to date. 

A more specific examination of Overbeck's views on the question of 
authorship may serve to indicate the character of his work. After a full 
statement of the external evidence he concludes that Irenaeus was more 
concerned to affirm apostolic authority than to record reliable tradition 
for any gospel, hence what he says about the Fourth Gospel's origin does 
not help to solve the riddle but only adds to the difficulty. The testi- 
mony of Papias preserved by Eusebius is thought to be similarly fruitless, 
the tradition of the apostle John's early death by martydom is accepted, 
and the real source of the whole tradition about his Ephesian residence is 
said to have grown out of the desire to give this gospel apostolic authority. 
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The book itself probably arose in Asia Minor and was pseudonymous, 
the author deliberately leaving his name a mystery. The effort of 
tradition to solve this mystery produced the tradition of Johannine 
authorship. Recent notions about a "school of John" in Asia are said 
to be wholly unsupported by evidence, and the hypothesis of two Johns 
in Ephesus, particularly as used by Harnack, is held to represent almost 
the height of absurdity in the treatment of the Johannine problem. This 
search after the name of some distinguished person — John the Apostle, 
John the presbyter, a member of the school of John — is declared to make 
impossible any true understanding of this gospel: "Just here is the 
Johannine question run entirely off the rails of a scientific treatment." 
This whole interest is apologetic and is correspondingly unscientific, in 
Overbeck's opinion. 

His book is deserving of more attention than is usually given to 
posthumous publications. It shares the defects which sometimes accom- 
pany volumes issued under these conditions. It is not free from repeti- 
tions and the arrangement of material may not always seem to the reader 
ideal, yet the editor is to be commended for making the work available 
for the public. Although the main part of the book takes no account of 
the last six years of investigation, the problems which it discusses are not 
yet closed. Overbeck has gathered together with care and comprehen- 
siveness, and in the spirit of rigid critical research, many of the materials 
which have to be taken into account in any thorough study of this New 
Testament book. 

Buchsel's monograph is an interpretation of the word aX-qOaa. as 
it occurs in the gospel and espistles of John. The principal topics dis- 
cussed are the contexts in which the word truth and its derivatives 
stand, the evangelist's conception of Jesus as "truth," the "spirit of 
truth," and the recognition and nature of truth. In this study the com- 
parative method is not employed; the exposition is made solely upon 
the basis of Johannine usage. While this usage is doubtless distinctive, 
signifying, as the author points out, a recognition of the divine character 
of Jesus, it can hardly have sprung into being fullgrown. Other New 
Testament writings, the Old Testament, and the thought-world in which 
the writer of the Gospel of John happened to find himself must have had 
more or less importance for determining his ideas. It is doubtful 
whether his thought can be adequately interpreted without bringing it 
into the light of these genetic relationships. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
The University of Chicago 



